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corymbose, homogamous, discoid, all the flowers hermaphrodite; or
heterogamous, the outer flowers being female, all fertile or the
innermost sterile. Involucre globose, conic or subcampanulate;
bracts many-seriate* imbricate, ovate, lanceolate or linear, acuminate,
spmescent or mucronate or with a long apical spine, the 'outer bracts
gradually shorter, Receptacle flat, naked, often pitted. Corollas of
hermaphrodite flowers tubular, the limb enlarged, 5-partite, with erect
or revolute lobes; corollas of female flowers, if present slender,
subligulate. Anther-bases sagittate; tails long, more or less bearded.
Style-arms short, erect, obtuse. Pappus-hairs many-seriate, the inner
or all flat, barbellate or feathery, the .outer shorter, paleaceous or of
slender bristles. Achenes turbinate, densely silky-villous, 5-10-
ribbecjL —Species 30.—Africa, Madagascar, tropical Asia.
ZX tomentosa Cass. is used medicinally in Western Africa;
D. anomala SoncL, D. capensis Less., Z). speciosa E. Mey., D. zeyhen
Sond. are used in South Africa.
1. Dicoma tomentosa Cass. in Bull. Soc. Philom. (1818)
47.—plate 556.
Annual, erect, much-branched, 15-45 cm. high; stem woody\t
the baseband as well as the branches terete, clothed with white cottony
wool, the older branches often tinged with purple. Leaves sessile,
2.5-6.3 cm. by 3-10 mrn., linear or Imear-obovate, obtuse or subacute,
apiculate, entire, clothed on both sides with cottony wool. Heads
numerous,, canipanulate, subsessile or shortly peduncled, solitary,
axillary, leaf-opposed and terminal. Corolla white or pale-yellow,
6 mm. long; segments of the limb 4 mm. long. Involucral bracts
1.3-1 7 cm. long, linear-lanceolate, membranous, glabrous, terminated
by a long spine. Pappus longer than the achenes, the outer bristles
sknder, slightly shorter than the inner, the inner 1.3 cm. long,
paleaceous, lanceolate-subulate, strongly nerved and with a rigid
midrib. Achenes 3 mm. long, 2 mm. broad, turbinate, truncate at
the top, densely clolhed with long silky-hairs.
Dtetribxawn:   N.-'W. India, Punjab, Sind, Gujarat, Deccan, S. M, Country, Carnatic,
Nilghis, Cotobatore. Mysore

